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The Project

The project Implementing and evaluating Smart Phone Applications technology across the NSW Brain Injury Rehabilitation Program (BIRP) aims to: 

Provide web-based resources for clinicians 

Evaluate the efficacy of Smart Phone Apps for people with brain injury. 

The Project Coordinator is: Emma Charters, Speech Pathologist, Liverpool Health Service.
Email: EmmaPhoneApps@TBIStafTraining.info
This document: 

E2_Apple_store_trial_of_device_procedure_form_completed-example_V1_09Aug11.doc
Is a semi-completed equipment request form template which is required to apply for a temporary loan of a Smartphone (e.g. iPad, iPhone, iTouch) from Apple. This may be required to ascertain if the client is able to use the device effectively to achieve their goals prior to purchasing the device. The document details a suggested response to ‘reason for the loan’ which clinicians may find beneficial if requesting a trial unit for the first time.  Clinicians are required to adapt the request form by filling in specific client information and factors relating to their individual goals utilizing the Smartphone.   
It is available from: www.TBIStaffTraining.info

More Project information and further documents:

www.TBIStaffTraining.info

Loan Form Template

Equipment required: 1 x iPad/iPhone/iTouch
Company name:
Contact name: 

Contact phone (MOBILE NUMBER PREFERABLE):

 Contact email address: 

Company address (INCLUDING POSTCODE):
Shipping address if different to company address:

Pick up address if different to shipping address:
Start date of loan: 

Period of loan (MAXIMUM OF ONE MONTH ONLY): 

Reason for loan: 

I am a … working … . I have a patient who sustained an acquired brain injury resulting in … (e.g. severe memory/initiation/planning/communication etc problems). This has led to reliance on others to carry out daily activities and to participate in preferred activities independently of his carers. It is anticipated that the a smart phone will assist to prompt and assist with organising this gentleman (using the … e.g. calendar/errands/text-speech/alarm etc application) to complete and attend to simple activities of daily living, appointments and therapy.

Several studies have been conducted in recent years, examining the usefulness of smart phones or PDAs on people’s lives following brain injury. Clinical evidence suggests electronic memory aids are useful to increase independence in daily living activities through assisting recall of appointments and tasks, initiation of behaviour, and alleviating planning and organisational difficulties (Wright, Rogers, Hall, Wilson Evans et al, 2001; Tam and Man 2004, DePompei et al, 2008).

Although research has not been conducted on I-phone specific data, clinicians who have carried out pilot studies in NSW have had success with this form of technology for this purpose. It is expected this device will act as a external prompt which compensates for his memory impairment thereby eliminating or reducing his reliance on carers to re-engage with his daily life goals. This is hoped to improve his level of independence, while increasing his access to social networking and communication.

Should the device be successfully utilized as a compensatory tool for this patient it will be recommended for purchase and ongoing use. 

May we contact the customer for product feedback after delivery?: 
Yes/no: depending on your evaluation of your client’s communication skills. Alternatively suggest that a family member or clinician is cited as the contact for feedback. 
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